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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE chief Aim of BY Author bas 
been, to arrange and connect the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Argument, reſpecting In- 
fant-Baptiſm ; ſo as to form a clear and con- 
fiſtent View of the Whole.—If he ſhall be 
thought to have contributed to the Informa- 
tion and Eſtabliſhment of the Inquiſitive, or 
to the Satisfaction of the conſcientious, but 
timid, Mind; by the Ideas he has ſuggeſted 
on this much-controverted Inſtitution of our 


Holy Religion He will bare ſucceeded to 
his Wiches. 


Wing, Nov. 26, 1788. 


CONTEN T8, 


DerRO DU CTI Man > 


SECTION I. On the Fat—Of the Eni. 


tution of W, ater-Bapt iſm as a Cor 9 89 
„„ Wl - 


'SrtcT1on II. On the 83 Pye 
Application of Water-Baptiſm—as 
ſpecified in our Lord's Commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles with the TRE and De- 
An of the Rite 


SECTION III. The Argument in : favour 


7 


14 


of  Baptizing Infants or .Children— 


| taken from the Place it holds under 


the Chriſtian Diſpenſation as an Ini- 


tiatory Rite—ſftated and illuſtrated 


SECTION IV. Mr. Emlyn's Previous 
 Queftion—relating to Bape un con- ; 
Wo, - — 
SECTION V. Scripture Inflances of Bap- 
tiſin—in One or More of which it 
was probably applied to Children—as 


dell as to Adult-Converts 1 


20 


25 


31 


Secrion VI. Hiſtorical Account. con- 1 


3 as Dx Infant- Baptiſm 


9 <P 


MN 


18 


* CONTENTS. 
=: - | SeCTION VII. On the State of the th. 


1 Baptiſm is to be admin itered SEE” 


 tifmm—arifing out of the View now 
faden of its Deſgn with a Hint at 
what was pecuhar i in the Def S of our 


_ 


„ „ Arendt cd — 

or 44 r ae . 

—— — anne. —— RO, Wn eee — — . ID. 1 ee, OE 
: feos. the erence . 2 


5 8 eunen:—reſpetring the Mode by which 


= e VIII. Or the Utility of Bap- 


Lord's Baptiſm = - — 
if Scrion IX. Baptiſm 7 W 4 
| Pegliciue Appointment—or Law of 
| Chr. iani x, 8 


37 


5a 


. 
SECTION X. On the Een which E 
Ii to be gathered from our Lord's Com 


i miſſion in dt. Matthew's Goſpel—be= 
* fore recited compared with other Ac- 
I 5 5 
I counts of Baptiſm or References to it 

I in the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
il ment—as to the Form of Words, to be 

ll uſed in adminiſtering 04 Rite 

1 Conci on of the Remarks — 

ll 1” Form n of Service made Uk f at the 


W im of Infants — - 


= 


INTRQ- 


INTRODUCTION. 


HERE is, perhaps, no Religious 

_ Controverſy, which has been carried 

to amt Extremes, or agitated with a more 

intemperate Zeal, than that concerning Chriſ- 

tian Baptiſm. Nor is this to be charged 
ſolely on thoſe, who have appeared in the 

liſt of Advocates for the Baptiſm of none 
but the Adult; but is an Error very diſ- 
cernible alſo in not a few, who have taken 
the oppoſite Side of the queſtion, and pleaded 
the Cauſe of Infants, as proper Subjects of 
this Rite. Its importance ſeems to haye 
been very unduly magnified on all hands: ſo 

as to furniſh matter of Juſt Offence to per- 
ſons of thought and information; and has 

probably created, in ſome, ſtrong prejudices . 
againſt the Inſtitution itſelf, as, at beſt, car- 
rying too much the appearance of a ſuper- 
ſtitious innovation in Religion, and void of 
any ſufficient claim to a divine Original. 


11 
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In the Caſe of Infants, it is well known, 


there are Authors, who, equally miſtaking. 
what is ſaid of Baptiſm, as of Faith, in the 
Sacred Code of the New Teſtament, have 
conſidered the former, as ſo materially affect- 
Ing the final State of even thoſe helpleſs In- 
nocents, that no hope is to be entertained 
concerning any of them, who are ſuffered to 
die unbaptized. In every hiſtorical account 
of Infant- Baptiſm, which traces the Uſage 
any long time back, many ſuch Repreſenta- 
tions are to be met with. And though ſuch 
a ſentiment is too ſhocking to common hu- 
manity, and eſpecially to the tender feelings 
of the parental heart, to procure it the full 
Credit of a generally received doctrine of our 
| holy Religion; yet ſo much of the Old 
Leaven, which made its firſt appearance in 
darker ages, has been tranſmitted down to 
| ours, as to leave very wrong and injurious 
impreſſions on a conſiderable number of 


Chriſtian Profeſſor s. 
Hence has ariſen that Over-Sckeitude, 
which parents, of worthy and exemplary 


Characters, fo often diſcover about the Bap- 


tiſm of their Infant-Offspring, as if it were 


a matter 


11 
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— 
a matter of too momentous a nature, to be 


diſpenſed with under any Circumſtances 
whatever: and the total omiſſion of which, 
therefore, where the life of the Child has 
been ſo ſuddenly cut off, as to preclude all 
opportunity of having it baptized, has been 
ſometimes ſeen to give the bereaved parent 
no ſmall degree of additional and the moſt 
painful Concern. As to this worſt extreme, 
in the Idea formed of the Efficacy of Bap- 
tiſm, as applied to Infants; and for the ſatis- 
faction of ſuch ee minds, as have 
been apt to feel uneaſineſs from thoſe Re- 
preſentations of it; we may, with the moſt 
certain and apparent truth, obſerve, that no- 
thing can be more repugnant to the holy and 
benign Spirit, which Chriſtianity every where 
breathes, than that falſe importance which 
the writers, now referred to, have aſcribed 
to the Baptiſmal Rite. Not to quote, for 
authorities, any ſingle, detached texts; 1 

would rather refer, more generally, to the 

doctrine taught by our Lord Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, contained in the ſcriptures ; as con- 
ſtantly and uniformly ſerving to inculcate on 
the profeſſors of his religion, in every age, 
AS the 


the utter inſignificance of any external com- 
pliance with mere rituals, however regularly 


obſerved, to their final acceptance, or Salva- 


tion, unleſs followed with perſonal holineſs 
and the Virtues of a Good Life; and that ſo 


far only as the Baptiſm, which they had re- 


ceived, was found, by its conſequent fruits, 


to have contributed to the promotion of theſe 


moſt valuable Moral Ends, fo far only could 


it confer any ſaving benefit, or, in other 


words, be any way conducive to their. true : 


and final happineſs. This is ſo plainly the 
ſcope and tendency of all the inſtructions de- 

livered by our great Maſter and his Meſſen- 
gers, as not to require particular citations in 
proof of it. And, leaſt of all, is it to be ſup- 


poſed, or can ever be a juſt object of fear, 
that, under the adminiſtration of the moſt 
: righteous and beſt of Beings, any Infant can 
| hereafter ſuffer the ſmalleſt token of his diſ- 
pleaſure, or its ſtate rendered in any degree 
the worſe, through an omiſſion, to which 
itſelf could not certainly be in the leaſt ac- 
eeſſory, and which, it may be, no one elſe 


had it in their power to prevent. For ever 
baniſhed be the thought, from the mind of a 
ſincere 


111 1 


fincere believer in that Revelation of Grace 


and Truth, which came by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that it can any where give the leaſt counte- 
| nance to a meaſure ſo fraught with injuſtice 
and cruelty; and, than which, no tenet could 
be more ſubverſive of its credit and influ- 
ence, with thoſe who have any clear ideas 


of the attributes and goverment of its . 


rious Original. 


In the following View, the only light, in 


which Infant-Baptiſm is placed, is that of 
a Rite of Dedication, on the part of the 
parents, or thoſe who take charge of the 


child ,—Initiatory of the Infant-Subject, as a 


diſciple of Jeſus, —and declaratory of their in- 
tention to train it up according to the in- 
ſtructions of their acknowledged Lord and 
Maſter, as made known in the divinely au- 
thorized Records of his holy Religion. —It 


is in this light only, that the author con- 


ſiders Baptiſm, as having, in the primitive 


times of Chriſtianity, been adminiſtered to 


Infants or Children thus conſidered, he is . 
of opinion, that the continued practice of 


the inſtitution, as applied to this claſs of 


ſubjects, is to be OE. on rational and 


ſcriptural 


ſcriptural Printiples, as coincident with its 
firſt deſign :—and, in this view of it alone, 
can he look upon it to be at all capable of 'Y 
ſatisfactory Vindication, 
The reader will judge for himſelf, how 
far the Remarks, now to be offered to the 
public eye, anſwer the purpoſe for which 
they are adduced, | 
That the ſeveral parts of the argument 
may be the better underſtood, what is to be 
ſaid on it, will be divided into diſtinct Sec» 
tions: in which, the particular leading queſ- 
tions, regarding both the proper Subjects of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, and the Mode by which 
it is to be adminiſtered, will be ſeverally at- 
tended to, as they ſeem naturally to ariſe, 
and to ſucceed each other, 


SECTION I. 


On THE PacT—or THE INSTITUTION OP 
WarTER Bar risu, AS A CHRISTIAN 
Refs. | 


v E N the Fact of the Inſtitution it- 
ſelf—has been denied by ſome, who 
conſider the Baptiſm by Water, as peculiar 
and confined to the miniſtry of John, the 
illuſtrious Harbinger, or Forerunner, of our 
Lord, ſent to prepare the minds of men 


for the reception of the promiſed Meſſiah, 
who was then about to make his perſonal ap- 


pearance, and lay the foundation of the New 
Diſpenſation of his Religion, or Kingdom, 
in our world : See Matthew's Goſpel, ch. 
111. at the beginning. And on no leſs an au- 
thority, than that of John the Baptiſt him- 
ſelf, has it been ſtrenuouſly maintained, that 
the Baptiſm by Water was to continue in uſe, 
only till the commencement of the Spiritual 
Diſpenſation by Jeſus ; to which it was pre- 
paratory, and by which it is, corey; 
ſaid to have been entirely ſuperceded. 

— This, 
5 


111 


This, as is well known, is a | tenet held by 
a body of Chriſtians, —in point of number 


far from being inconſiderable, and, on many 


accounts, not a little reſpeCtable,—whoſe 
Cauſe Mr, Robert Barclay has warmly 
eſpouſed, and endeavoured, with much pains, 
and no little acuteneſs, to defend, in the ce- 
lebrated Treatiſe of his Apology, &c. It is 
not my deſign to enter further into the rea- 
ſonings of that author, than ſeems neceſſary 
for the eſtabliſhment of the fat in diſpute, 
And the utmoſt candour, due to that Sect, 
ſhould not, I think, reſtrain me from ob- 
ſerving, in favour of the Rite of Water- 
Baptiſm, as an inſtitution of Jeſus, or, as 


having -been taught by him, and ſupported 


with his countenance and approbation that 


this is ſo plain from the accounts which are 


tranſmitted to us in the four Goſpels and 
the Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, [not 
to extend the evidence beyond thoſe Books] 
as may well excite no ſmall wonder, that a 


fact, with ſuch accumulated proofs on its 


fide, ſhould ever have become ſo much as 
matter of doubt, in the minds of any, who 
have once read the accounts now referred to, 


and 


—_ 


1 


and conſider them as at all worthy to be cre- 
dited.— John did, indeed, teach that there 
was a Baptiſm, greatly ſuperior to that prac- 
tiſed by him, which was to take place under 
the Meſſiah; and which the Migbtier than 
Fohn,—as favoured with a plenitude of ex- 
traordinary Divine Communications, from 
the One God and Father of all, peculiar to 
| himſelf, —was to confer. So the Baptiſt clearly 


diſtinguiſhes : Matth. iii. 11. © I baptize 


* you with water; but he that cometh after 
«* me, he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
* Ghoſt [or Spirit] and with fire.“ Ac- 
cordingly, we are informed, Acts ii. iii. iv. 


that there appeared unto them that is the 


Apoſtles; See the cloſe of the preceding 
Chap. ] cloven tongues, like as of fire, and 

cc fat upon each of them; and they were all 
4 filled with the Holy Ghoſt.” So remark- 
ably was the , prophetic declaration of the 
Baptiſt verified in this inſtance ; as it was 
alſo in many others, related TORR : en 
which copious ſubject it cannot be neceſſary 


now further to enlarge. What is molt ma- 
terial to be inſiſted on here, is, that the Bap- 


tiſm of the Spirit did not preclude that by 


Ws Water.— 


. 
'1 i 


tw] 
Water. And this appears to he put beyond all 


reaſonable doubt, by the inſtances on record, 
in which the latter was uſed after the deſcent 


of the Spirit: and, moſt deciſively of all, by 
the expreſs mention of ſome perſons, who 


had previouſly received the extraordinary 
Divine Communications, fignified under the 
figurative deſcription of the“ Baptiſm of 


the Spirit,” but who were, notwithſtand- 
ing, by apoſtolical authority, afterwards bap- 


tized with water. Thus, in the caſe of the 
Gentile Converts, related Acts x. 47, 48. 


Can any man (ſays St. Peter) forbid Wa- 
„ter that theſe ſhould not be baptized, who 
have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as 


A 


„ we? And he commanded them to be bap- | 
« tized, in the name of the Lord —— 


Thus 


Mr. Barclay admits the fact of Water-Baptiſm's 


having been uſed in this inſtance ; but, to take away the 


force of it, as a precedent for the continuance of the rite, 
explains it merely as an accommodation to the prejudices 


ol the times; and aſks, * Why doth Peter's commanding 
„ Cornelius and his houſehold to be baptized, at that 


time, infer Water-Baptiſm to continue, more than his 


60 conſtraining (which i is more than commanding) the 
« Gentiles 


1 Fg 5 
Thus clear and ſtrong is the evidence 
ariſing from recorded facts, in oppoſition to 
the principle of Mr. Barclay's Apology, and 


Ws Gentiles | in general to be circumciſed, and obſerve the 
© law?” See the Apology, p. 438, 439. 
| uch is the repreſentation, given by Mr. Barclay, of 
f the Baptiſm by Water, as applied to Cornelius and his 
friends.—In reply to which, it is to be noticed,—(1.) 
That in the inſtance of Water- Baptiſm now before us, it 
is ſaid to have bęen practiſed by the expreſs command of 
8 the apoſtle Peter; and is deſcribed as a caſe, in which no 
bk juſt doubt could remain, as to the propriety of applying 
it. „Can any man,” fays the Apoſtle, « forbid water, 


:S: 5 


_ < that theſe ſhould not be baptized, who have received 

| « the Holy Ghoſt [or Spirit] as well as we? and he 
AS | « commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 
* . Lord,” —On which account of this fact, as ſtated in 
5 the hiſtory, I would aſk, what words could more clearly 
10 determine, that what the Apoſtle did, in this inſtance, 
was conſidered by him, as ſtrictly conformable to the de- 

ſign of his maſter's commiſſion, and in virtue of authority 

n's received from him?—And, accordingly, we do not find any 
the cCenſure to have been afterwards pailed on his conduct, i in 
ite, this inſtance, by the other Apoſtles.—But (2.) in the 
ces | other caſe, mentioned by the Apologiſt—that of « com- 
me FE pelling, or conſtraining, the Gentiles to be circumciſed, 
hat « and obſerve the law,” —imputed to the ſame Apoſtle, and 
- T” referred to Gal. ii. 11—14. and Chap. vi. 12.—the com- 
me | 


pulſion or conſtraint intended was evidently no other, 
ues C 2 than 


12 1 
all which he has advanced, to invalidate the 
uſe of Water Baptiſm as a Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion.—1I now proceed to Ex plarn the views I 
take 


than that which aroſe from the behaviour of this Apoſtle, 
in ſeparating himſelf from the Gentile converts, or re- 
nouncing the free converſe which he firſt held with 
them; and which he is faid to have done, © fearing them 
« of the circumcition,” or, the reſentment of the Jewiſh 
believers in Chriitianity: —and, as his ſeparation from the 
former would, by natural conſtruction, imply in it, that 
they were not acceptable in the ſight of God, nor in 

« the way of Salvation; and that, in order to be ſaved, it 
« was needful for them to be circumciſed and keep the 
« law;” hence this Apoſtle is ſaid to have compelled the 
Gentiles to judaize, or become Jews:—and for this com- 
pulſion, or conſtraint, laid on the Gentiles, - which yet 
vras far from amounting to the force of a poſitive precept,— 
[as in the baptiſm of Cornelius] he received a public 
reproof from St. Paul, who, we are told, when he met 
Peter at Antioch, „ withſtood him to the face, becauſe 
« he was to be blamed,” Nor do we find, that Peter 

offered any thing in vindication of his conduct in this 
matter; but was, probably, ſo far impreſſed by the reaſon- 
ings and reproof of his brother Paul, as not to repeat 
the like inſtance of diſſimulation ever after.—See Dr. 
Lardner's Supplement to the Credibility of the Goſpel 
Hiſtory, Ed. 1757, Vol. III. Chap. XVIII. p. 163 —165. 
o materially different, in the leading circumſtances, are 
theſe two caſes, which Mr. Barclay has, notwithſtanding, 
connected e as very much reſembling each other 


— I he 
9 


1 43) 


take of that Rite, and of the Scripture Au- | 
thorities, by which they are ſuppoſed to be 
countenanced and ſupported, —To begin with 


the origin of the inſtitution. * 
| | SECTION 


o 


The Baptiſm recorded, was by expreſs command 


The circumciſion ſuppoſed, without any. foundation or 
ſupport, but in a bad precedent of conduct, from which 


it might follow, by 1 natural conſequence, or to which 
the Gentile converts might be induced, or tempted to 
ſubmit, by Peter's ſeeming deſertion of them. — The one 
- has all the appearance of a fact coinciding with the ge- 
neral practice of the Apoſtles and other Miniſters of the 
_ Chriſtian Church. — The other was diſapproved by all 
who entertained a juſt notion of the liberty belonging to 
the Gentiles, and a ſtigma fixed on Peter's inconſiſtent 
behaviour, which might prove the occaſion of it. —More- 


does not ſeem to be neceſſary, in anſwer to Mr. Barclay, 
as to this particular.—But, the mention of the Gifts of 


the Holy Ghoſt, [or Spirit] as imparted to the perſons 
here commanded to be baptized, and theſe Gifts being 
| ſpoken of, as implying in them a full proof of their being 
every way qualified to receive the baptiſmal rite,—gives 


opportunity for another remark, which it may be of uſe 
to make ;—that is, (3.) T hoſe drin Communications, 
which, in the caſe of Cornelius and his friends, took place 


previous to their Baptiſm, appear to be ſingular atteſtations, 
in favour of admitting the Gentiles into the Chriſtian 


Church; of whom theſe perſons were © the firſt fruits: 
as, their thus receiving the Holy Ghoſt was an Event, 
| which, 
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SECTION I. 


On THE PRIMARY INTENDED APPLICA= 
TION of WATER- BAPTISM,——AS SPECI- 
FIED IN ouR LoRD's CommissIoN To 
HIS APOSTLES,—WITH THE REFERENCE ” 
AND Dxs16n oF THE RITE. 


HATEVER inſtances are to be met 
VVV with, of Baptiſm's having been prac- 
tiſed as a Chriſtian Rite, during the time of 
our Lord's perſonal miniſtry, as it ſeems un- 
doubtedly to have been: [See particularly 
John 


which, conſidered in all its concomitant circumſtances, 3 


muſt greatly tend to remove the objections and ſcruples of 

the Jewiſh believers on this head. — We have the whole 
relation, and it is à very inſtructive one, in the Xth Chap. 

of the Aas.—But, in other inſtances, theſe gifts were not 
imparted till after Baptiſm : as, in the caſe of thoſe whom 

Philip baptized, and of whom nothing more was required 

than the common qualification of faith in Chrift, that 

: is, receiving and acknowledging him as their Lord and 
maſter, into whoſe religion they were to be initiated 


by the baptiſmal Rite. —80 we are WN Acts viii. 
12—165 . 


* 


t 1 5 
Job iii. 22. compared with Chap. iv. 2.] 


yet its firſt appointment, as a general uſage, 


appears to have been by the Commiſhon | 
which our Lord gave to his diſciples or 
Apoſtles juſt before his Aſcenfion ; recorded 
Matth. xxviii. 19.— Then, and not till then, 


it was, that theſe his meſſengers received 
authority, for carrying their miniſtry beyond 


the narrow limits of Judea, and extending it 
to Gentile or Heathen countries; and when, 


of conſequence, the baptiſmal Rite was to 
be practiſed in equal extent, that is, was to 


be applied to all the converts, which they 
ſhould any where make: as it had hitherto 
been to thoſe who, under the more reſtrained 
exerciſe of their miniſterial office, had been 
brought over to the religion of their Maſter, 
in the Jewiſh territories. —The words of this 
memorable Commiſſion are, © Go ye and 
ce teach [or diſciple, * all nations, 


| 3 % which for Di: Mesa, in Ws e Hiſtory 


of the firſt planting of the Chriſtian Religion, 2d Edit. 
Book I. Ch. VI. p. 168 ;—and Book II. Ch. I. p. 240, 
241. See alſo Dr. Lardner, on the Subject, Supplement 


to the Cred. of the Goſpel an Vol. III. Ch. XVIII. 


p. 128, 129. 
cc « bap- | 


1 
ce baptizing them in the name of minen 
© and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.”*— 
Reſerving for conſideration, in a diſtinct 
Section, the particular meaning of the latter 
clauſe of this Commiſſion, commonly ſup- 
poſed to contain a preſcribed form of words 
to be uſed in adminiſtering Baptiſm :—T ſhall, 

at preſent, only remark, in general, upon it, 
that from the connection in which baptizing 
is here placed by the great Author of Chriſ- 
tianity, it evidently wears the appearance of 
| an Initiatory Rite, by which they, who were 


* St. Luke particularly mentions their beginning the 
great work of preaching the Goſpel at Jeruſalem ; [where 
they were to wait, till they were endued with the ex- 
traordinary power, which had been promiſed them, from 
on high] and after making, or, more properly, repeating, 

theſe merciful overtures firſt to the Jews, they were 

then to carry them among the Gentile nations, as Provi- 
dence ſhould, and open a way for them, Such, no doubt, 
was the extent of the commiſſion given to the Apoſtles ; 
though as appears from the hiſtory of Cornelius (referred 
to in a former note) they were prevented, by narrow 
| Jewiſh prejudices, from fully underſtanding it in this la- 
titude, till it was further explained by the Holy Spirit. — 
See Dr. Samuel Clarke's Paraphraſe on the Commiſſion, 


as in Matthew, and on the account of St. Lukes ch. xxiv. 
of his Goſpel, ver. 47—49. 


proſelyted 5 


LT - 

: proſelyted from other religions to the faith 
” Jeſus, were to be received into the Chriſ- 
tian Church, or to be publickly acknow- 

ledged, as having taken upon them the Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, and belonging to that reli- 
gious community, of which Chriſt is the 
Lord and Head, 
The Apoſtles were firſt to teach, or make 
diſciples out of, all nations, and then to bap- 
tize. Now, though the Original Word, here 
rendered teach, more properly ſignifies, to 
proſelyte, or make dj iſciples of ; yet this cannot 
but imply in it, that reaching, in ſome de- 
gree, was previouſly neceſſary, as the means 
of making converts to that faith, by the pro- 
feſſion of which they could alone become 
proper Subjects of Chriſtian Baptiſm. And 
that the Apoſtles, ſo far as we have now gone, 
in the View of our Lord's Commiſſion con- 
cerning baptizing, thus underſtood it, is 
made abundantly clear, by the manner in 
which it was, afterwards, both taught and- 
_ practiſed, according to the accounts tranſ- 
mitted to us in the ſubſequent Goſpel-Hiſ- 
tory.— Faith in Chriſt, that is, belief in him, 
as, the promiſed Meſſiah, or the Sent of God, 

D tthe 


1 

the acknowledgment of him as their Lord 
and Maſter and which ſeems to compre- 
hend the whole notion of the preparatory 
faith required] this faith, or general belief, 
is found to ſtand in Cloſe Connection with 
Baptiſm: and, in the Caſe of all the New 
Converts, on publickly profeſſing the for- 
mer, they were looked upon as ſufficiently 
qualified for the latter, and accordingly re- 
ceived it. Of this there are ſo many in- 
ſtances in the Hiſtory of the Acts of the 
| Apoſtles, that it ſhall ſuffice to refer to * 

u at large. 
This Rite had plainly its Origin in the 
Idea of Water as an Emblem of Moral Pu- 
rity in general; which is well known to be 
a frequent uſe made of it in the Seriptures 
of the Old Teſtament, and particularly in 


the | Prophetical 8 Writings. An d hence EH FT 


may at once fee a peculiar propriety in the 
| Baptiſm by Water being fixed upon, as in- 
troductory to the Rg of Jeſus, which 
is ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by the ſingular 
Purity of its doctrines and laws. And con- 
formably to this notion of it, as a Rite of 
Initiation, We find it to have been con- 
ſtantly N 


+ 8-3 


Jews, without exception of name or party, 


which, they were to be more fully inſtructed 


by the Apoſtles and other Meſſengers, em- 
ployed and- appointed to preach Chriſt, or 


_ Chriſtianity, unto them; and eſpecially were 


to be taught to do, or obſerve, all things 


„ whatſoever he had commanded them.” 
Matthew xxviii, 20.— 
was the primary meaning and Uſe of the 


ſelves; or in what further Extent it was to 
be applied; remains to be determined by 


noticed, 


Nantly applied to all, Gentiles as well as 


on their embracing the divinely excellent 
Religion of the Goſpel: in the nature of 


This, no doubt, 
Baptiſmal Inſtitution. —But whether it was = 


to be limited to the. firſt Proſelytes them- 


other Conſiderations, which will now be 


een 
bt N 100 þ 
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SBCTION 1. 


TAE ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR OF BAPTIZ- 


ING INFANTS OR CHILDREN, — TAKEN 
FROM THE PLACE IT HOLDS UNDER THE | 
CuRISTIAN DISPENSATION, AS AN Int- 
TIATORY RiTE ;j—STATED AND ILLUS= 
TRATED,—— 


\HOUGH there can be no doubt 
that this Rite was firſt applied to 
Adult or Grown Perſons, who were Proſe- 


| Iytes from other Religions; yet this doth 


not hinder that the Children of ſuch Con- 


verts, as well as themſelves, ſhould have 
been baptized ; or that the ſame Rite was to 
be adminiſtered, in all future ages of the 
Church, to the infant Offspring of Chriftian 
Parents.— Thus, under the preceding Diſ- 


penſation, and as far back as to the time of 
Abraham, at its Commencement, had the 


then divinely appointed Rite of Initiation 


been applied to all ſuch Subjects as were 
capable of it; that is, to Infants, as well as 
1 | 8 to 


1 


to the Native or Proſelyte Jews from whom 


they deſcended. And from this well known 
Uſage, the Argument ſeems to be ſtrong and 
concluſive, and to preclude the neceſſity of 


any particular and poſitive Injunction, —that, 


under the ſtill more merciful Diſpenſation of 
- Jeſus, the milder Rite of Baptiſm, initiatory 

to that Conſtitution of Grace and Truth, 
which hath been introduced and eſtabliſhed 
by him, ſhould be adminiſtered in equal Ex- 
tent, that is, to all the Infant-Offspring of 
thoſe, who have been admitted into it, and 
| who are deſirous to devote, in like manner, 
their Children to God.—The Scope of the 
Argument, now inſiſted on, is briefly this 


Baptiſm is here conſidered as having the 


fame Relation to Chriſtianity, which Cir- 
cumciſion had to the prior Diſpenſation; 


that is, they are both to be viewed as Rites 


Initiation. That in uſe among the Jews 
had, indeed, an immediate reſpect to the Co- 
venant of a temporary Peculiarity, [now ſu- 


perceded by the Goſpel] and of which Cir- 


cumciſion was allo a Token or Seal; in which 


light it is repreſented, Geneſis xvii. 9, 10, 


It: But fall, I * as Rites of Antation, 


they 
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„ 
they both appear to ſtand on the ſame foot- 
ing ; and Baptiſm to have taken place of the 
Other, together with the Change of Diſpen- 


fations, to which they reſpectively belonged. 
And hence Baptiſm ſeems to be ſtiled by the 
Apoltle, in his Epiſtle to the, Coloſſians, 


Chap. ii. 11. the Circumciſion of Chriſt,” 


 — that is, the Rite, by which thoſe Gentile 
Converts had been entered into the Spiritual 


Diſpenſation of Jeſus; deſigned to be an 
Univerſal bleſſing, and to put an utter End 


to all the Excluſive diſtinctions of the Jewiſh 
Ceremonial: See the 14th Ver. of the ſame 
-In this View of Chriſtian Bap- 

tiſm, 


Chap.“ — 


* The Phraſe, '« the Circumciſion of Chriſt,” ſtands 


here thus Connected ;—Ver. 11, 12.—« In whom alſo 
« Ye are circumciſed with the Circumciſion made with- 
& out hands, in putting off the body of the Sins of the 


« fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt : buried with him 
« in Baptiſm, &c.”— Now here are two Circumciſions 
mentioned—One is deſcribed as © the Circumciſion made 
« without hands z”” and to this the Other is ſpoken of as 
inſtrumental or conducive :—by the firſt, * the Circum- 


„ made without hands,“ there can be no doubt, is meant 
A Circumciſion” in the figurative, and Moral or Spi- 
ritual Senſe; conſiſting, as is expreſſed by the Words di- 


rectly following, in “ nn off the body of the Sins 
cc of 


ft 


tiſm, as ſucceeding in the place of Circume 


| Obſervance of it, in every age of the Chriſ- 


ciſion, the inference deduced from it, in fa- 


vour of applying this Rite to Infants, ſeems 


to be Valid, and to warrant the continued 


tian 


of the fleſh,” that is, renouncing, altogether and not 


partially, their former ſinful purſuits and indulgencies ; 
and which the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere Calls“ the Cir- 
« cumcifion of the heart: Romans ii. 29; and in the 
production of this Moral and Spiritual Circumciſion, 


which is © the Circumciſion made without hands,” that 


laſt mentioned, and termed, by way of diſtinction, “ the 
« Circumciſion of Chriſt,” ſeems to be conſidered as an 


Operative means; and of which the other phraſe— 


« Buried with him in Baptiſm” immediately ſubjoined, 


appears alſo to be explanatory: Theſe hints being kept 


in mind, it 1s ſubmitted to the learned and intelligent 


| Reader, whether it be not an eaſy and natural Senſe, to 


underſtand by “ the Circumciſion of Chriſt” the Initi- 


atory Rite of Chriſtian Baptiſm?—by which, ſuch as 


were adult Converts brought themſelves under peculiar 
Obligations to a holy or Virtuous life, at the ſame time 
that they derived eminent aſſiſtances from the Religion 
into which they were thus initiated, to form them to it; 
or, as the Apoſtle otherwiſe deſcribes their ſtate, as bap- 
tized Converts, they were to “ reckon themſelves to be 
« dead indeed unto Sin, but alive unto God, through Je- 
« ſus Chriſt our Lord,“ Romans vi. 11.—And hence he 
repreſents thoſe, on whom the Chriſtian Inſtitution had 
| this 
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tian Diſpenſation.— But here a difficulty, of 
a peculiar nature, has been ſuppoſed, by a 
very reſpectable Author, to lie in the Way: 


and this, as it well merits attention, will be 
particularly adyerted to, in the following 


Section. 


| this its deſigned ſalutary Effect, as © the Circumciſion, 


© which worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt | 


©« Jeſus, and have no Confidence in the fleſh,” or, in the 
Jewiſh Ceremonial, not uncommonly deſcribed by this 
Apoſtle under the term “ flefh :?* Philippians iii. 3.— 
I have only further to add here, that the phraſe—< buried 


< with Chriſt” — does not appear to have any other than 
this Moral Reference; in like manner, as thoſe other 


 fimilar ones—< crucified, dead, with Chriſt, Romans 
vi. 6, 8—all denoting that “ death unto Sin,” or to the 
Servitude of Sin, to which they had before been addicted, 

which may be ſtiled the Negative part of their Character; 


as, to expreſs the Poſitive part of it, they are alſo faid 
to be © riſen with Chriſt,” Coloffians iii. 1, and the like 


phraſe is uſed, in Ver, 12, [immediately after the Other, 
buried with Chriſt''] marking out that © New lite of 
& holineſs and true goodneſs,” on which they were now 


entered, and to which they were n obliged, as 
the diſciples of Jeſus. 


SE C- 


go 
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SECTION Iv. 


Ms. EMLyN's PREVIOUS QuesTION, RE« 


'LATING o Barrie cots1ipERED.— 


: ye IS Rubber ts a different ground 
in tracing the Origin of the Baptiſmal 


Rite, and ſuppoſing it to come in the place. 
not of Circumciſion but of the Proſelyte- 
Baptiſm uſed among the Jews, —is inclined to 
think, yet maintains the Opinion with his 


wonted Candour, —that, in Conformity to the 


Jewiſh application of the Rite, to which he 
ſuppoſes it to have ſucceeded, the only proper 


Subjects of Chriſtian Baptiſm are—Pro/elytes 
to Chriſtianity from an Infidel State, and their 


Children born in Infidelity, or before their 
Parents became Proſelytes ;—and that the 


deſign of our Lord, in the appointment of 
the Rite, goes no further, being never in- 


| tended for ſuch as deſtend from Chriſtian 
Parents, and are born in the Church.—See 


the Ls Queſtion, in the Works of the 
E 3 
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Rev, Mr. Thomas Emlyn, in 3 Vols. 115 


Vol. I. p. 389. &c. 
In Reply to this very reſtrited notion of 
the Baptiſminſtituted by Chriſt, the following 


remarks appear to carry no ſmall Weight: — It 
| ſeems to be generally allowed, that the Pro- 


ſelyte-Baptiſm, here alluded to, and which 


forms the baſis of Mr. Emlyn's Argument, 
is not ſo much as mentioned in the Code of 
the Jewiſh Scriptures ; but that the proof of 
ſuch an Uſage depends ſolely on the teſti- 
mony of other Writings, compiled long fince 
the time of Moſes.—To which is alſo to be 
added, from the Moſaic Writings themſelves, 
and which appears to make againſt the di- 
vine Authority of this Initial Baptiſm, pe- 
culiar to Proſelytes ;—that, i in the admiſſion. 
of a Stranger,” or a perſon of a different 
Country and Religion, to become a partaker 
with the native Hebrews, or the Congrega- 


tion of Iſrael, in the feſtival of the Paſſover, 


(—a Rite, marked out by divine appoint- 


ment, for a purpoſe ſo peculiar to that 


People, and ſo eminently Characteriſtic of their 
religious profeſſion—) Circumciſion alone 


18 s inſiſted on, as if that only was neceſlary to 


5 the 


0 0 AP © BD 


1 27 1 


the End juſt mentioned. Thus it ſtands in 


the account of the Ordinance of the Paſſ- 


yer, * recorded Exodus xii. 47, 48, 49.— 


e All the Congregation of Iſrael ſhall keep 


«it, And when a Stranger ſhall ſojourn 


40 with thes! and will keep the Paſſover to 
&« the Lord, let all his males be circumciſed, 


" and then let him come near and keep it; 


0 * and he ſhall be as one that is born in the 


land: for no uncircumciſed perſon ſhall 
eat thereof. One law ſhall be to him that 
« is home-born, and unto the . that 


0 fojonrncth. mang Jaw Fl 


* Such ſeems to have been the View which Dr. Lard- 
ner took of the paſſage above quoted. See his Remarks 


on Dr. Ward's Diſſertations, &c. Chap. VII. p. 89, &c. 


And, as to the other Authorities referred to in this ar- 
gument, that great Author, whoſe exemplary Candour is 
no more to be called in queſtion than the Extent of his 
Information on the Subject, thus expreſſes himſelf— 

Same Chap. p. 84 of the Remarks Rabbinical and 


« Thalmudical Writers may be of uſe. But they are not 


© infallible. Indeed, I had rather learn Jewiſh Antiqui- 
A ties from the Scriptures, and ſuch other Jewiſh Writ- 
« ers, as lived before our Saviour's coming, or were Con- 
_ © temporarie with Chriſt and. his Apoſtles, than from 
later Jewiſh Authors.” And, again, p. 109,« 1 
E 2 _ © pay 
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[ 28 } 
We may proceed yet a ſtep further, and 


obſerve,- — Though it. were admitted that 
Baptiſm, as well as Circumciſion, had been 


applied in the Caſe of Proſelytes; there 
will ſtill be no ground for conſidering it as 
an Initiatory Rite; Circumciſion being ſpoken 
of, in the paſſage before referred to, as fully 


E pay no regard to what the later Jewiſh Rabbins ſay of 
the method of initiating Proſelytes by Circumecifion, 


4 Baptiſm, and Sacrifice; who have made void, not only 


ce the Moral, (with which our Lord often chargeth them, 


„ as Matth. xv. 1—9. Mark vii. I—13. and other 


places,) but alſo the Ritual part of the law of God. 
Indeed, they had corrupted the Moſaic Ritual, by 


4 numberleſs additions, before the Coming of our Saviour, 


« As appears from the ext of St. Mark juſt referred to. 
cefſcd. to do the like ſince.“ Note 
Doctor has. obſerved, in the ſaid Chap. of 


his Remarks, appears to make very deciſively againſt the 


Nation of two Sorts of Jewiſh Proſelytes; and in fayour 
of no other having been acknowledged but that, One, | 


- Which conſiſted of ſuch as were circumciſed, and thereby 
obliged to obſerve the whole of the Moſaic Ritual, in 
common. with: the Jews. by birth: the importance of 
which Diſquiſition, as well as the other Subjects treated of 


in that Chap. of the Remarks, cannot but carry a ſtrong 


Recommendation of the Whole to the cloſe Attention 


of the Learned and Inquiſitive, eech aps in the : 


| ſufficient 


Thealogical Walk of Study, 


1 


ſufficient for that purpoſe. So that Baptiſm, 


if it was adminiſtered to Proſelytes, and to 


ſuch of their Offspring as were born before 


the time of their Proſelytiſm, agreeably to 


the Opinion eſpouſed by Mr. Emlyn, may 
well be viewed in the fame light as their 
diverſe other Baptiſms, or Waſhings; that 


is, as Purifications from ſome Ceremonial 
Uncleanneſs, which they either had, or were 
thought to have, contracted in their alien, 
heathen State.—Upon the whole, and on a 
careful Examination of Mr. Emlyn's Rea- 
ſonings, there does not appear to be any ſuf- 
ficient Cauſe for abandoning the former 
Ground, on which; after many Others; I 
have endeavoured to eſtabliſh- the continued 
Uſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and its application 


to Infants; in Conformity to the conſtant. 


Uſe of that other divinely appointed Rite, of 


which we yet think Baptiſm to have taken 


* under the Chriſtian Piſpealation, — — 


And 
„ The late . Dr. Caleb — fake * 


largely into the Baptiſmal Controverſy, in Support of the 
Right of Infants, againſt the moſt conſiderable Adult 


Baptizers of his day) in the laſt Piece which he wrote on 
„ 5 


, oo: | yo 3 
And hence I paſs on to other Evidence, in 
* ſupport of Infant-Baptiſm :—intended to ob- 
viate what has been adyanced by thoſe Op- 
ponents of the Rite, who, though they ad- 
mit the Perpetuity of the Baptiſmal Appoint- 
ment, as a Chriſtian Ordinance, yet maintain, 
that there is no authority for applying it to 
any but ths ere 22 


* 
7 


the SubjeR, candidly owns a 1 of which Dr. Lands 
ner, he ſays, had convinced him about Proſelyte-Bap+ 
tiſm among the Jews; which he had before maintained, 
but then gave up, as void of Evidence. See Diſcourſe 
2. p. 1, 2. in The © open addreſs of New Teſtament 
« Evidence, or Three plain Monuments ;—the Chriſtian 
. Sabbath, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper: - preached 
and printed in 1771. — This alteration, in the Author's 
Sentiments is here mentioned for the information of thoſe, 
who may read any of Dr. Fleming” s former Tracts on 
Baptiſm, which are no leis than Eight in Number, in the 

Way of Defence and Reply; and in which-he reaſons on 
on the ground of Proſelyte-Baptiſm, as a Rite of [nitiation, 
under the preceding Diſpenſation of Judaiſm—a Ground 
of arguing, which he afterwards quitted as untenable.— 
In thoſe tracts, however, much is ſaid on every material 
Point in the Controverſy, highly deſerving Conſideration, 
and forming an able Vindication of the Cauſe he eſpouſed. 


\ : 3 0 1 3 


SECTION 


1 7 


SECTION VV 


Eg 


SCRIPTURE-INSTANCES or BAPTISM :—IN | 


ONE OR MoRE or WHICH, IT WAS PRO- 
 BABLY APPLIED TO CHILDREN AS WELL . 
As To ADULT-CoNnveRTs. 


N this brief hiſtorical Records of the New 
Teſtament, We meet with Three Inſtan- 
ces, in which the Houſholds, or Families, 


of thoſe who had embraced Chriſtianity, 
were baptized together with themſelves ; and 

this too by the hands of the Apoſtle Paul; : 
as — Lydia and her houſhold, Acts xvi. 15. 
he Keeper of the Priſon at Philippi, and 


His, ver. 33 of Same Ch.—and The Houſ- 


hold of Stephanas, 1 Cor. i. 16.—And from 
theſe three inſtances, it is ſurely no more 
than very natural and reaſonable to preſume, - 


that the ſame was the conſtant practice of 


the Apoſtles and their Fellow-Labourers, in 
> all. other Caſes, where the heads of Families, 
on the profeſſion of their faith, received the 
Vaptiſea. of Chriſt, Now, though, in the 


Precedents 


38} -- 
Precedents above adduced, no mention is made 
of Infants, or Children, belonging to either 
of thoſe Houſholds ; yet neither is it ſaid, 
that there were not: and the Probability, 
therefore, to ſay the leaſt, is, that, in One 
or other of them, there were. It cannot be 
denied, that, in the reſpective houſholds of 
the Perſons above named, muſt be included 
others beſides the heads of them, who were 
all baptized at the ſame time; while yet 
there is no mention of faith being profeſſed, 
as a Qualification for receiving the Baptiſmal 
D Rite, by any but the heads of thoſe houſholds 
bobr families themſelves. Nor did the want 
of this preclude the Infants, (if ſuch there 
were) any more than the other branches, 
from being baptized, on the View now taken 
of it, as Initial: and, in farther illuſtration 
of which, ſomewhat more will be ſaid here- 
after. 
In agreement with what has been fappoles 
to be the application of Baptiſm from the 
firſt, ſtands the fact of its having been prac- 
tiſed in the Earlieſt Ages of the Chriſtian | 
Church :—of which Evidence will now be 5 
pointed out.— 3 255 


SECTION 


SECTION VI 


ann AccounTs,—CONSIDERED 
AS Px oors,—or INFANT=- BAPTISM. 


* who lived and wrote within the firſt 400 


„ Years; [after the Apoſtles] though ſome 
e of them, outliving that term, wrote ſome 


of their Works after it: and that I do, ſays 


60 he, becauſe all Men of reading know, that 
ä F « from 


R. Wall, in his hiſtory of this Rite, has 
made a large Collection of Authorities 
5 * the Practice of it; giving his principal 
quotations at large, and in the words of his 
Authors :—and they amount to ſuch. clear 
and ſtrong Evidence of Baptiſm's having been 

adminiſtered to Infants, at a very early Period, 
and of the continued Uſe of it in the Chriſ-- 
tian Church, as might well be deemed incon- 
trovertible, by thoſe who have read them 
with any degree of Attention and Impartiality. 
Mr, Wall, in the preface, page 9, obſerves, 
that he confines his hiſtory to Authors, 


my 


FRF 


cc from that ti time to the time of the Walden- 
« ſes, about the JANE 1150, t the practice is 
CL unqueſtionable s. | 


; 


Some of Mr. Wall 8 Authorities, | 


4 75 
Joſtin Martyr, who flouriſhed 2.46 - 
Ireneus + „ ' about 67 
Tertulllaaean +; 1:7. 100. 
Origen . 110 
Cyprian - „ 400. 
Gregory Nazianzen 1 — 260 
I. » fame 
Chryſoſltom = „4290 
Hierom from about ah. to 310 
HW 4 It; ſame 
Pelagius 1 — 2 
Beſides many Others "Lit to 400 


For particular paſſages quoted from thoſe 
Authors, I muſt refer to the Hiſtory itſelf, 


in two Parts, printed in 4to. 2d Edit. 1707.— 


* tn the 2d Part of the Hiſtory, Chap. VII.—The 
Caſe of theſe Waldenſes, with a more immediate Reſpect 
to the point of Baptiſm, is particularly inſiſted on :— 
which they, who with to be further informed concerning 
the Origin and Character of the People diſtinguiſhed by 
| that name, may conſult, | 

- 5 Mr, 


10 


Mr. Wall, in the Preface—p. 7. Aoarver— 
ce that the Apoſtles lived ſome of them to 
near the End of the firſt Century, and St. 
“John ſomething beyond it:“ fo that ad- 
ding 100 to each of the above numbers for 


the time elapſed from the birth of Chriſt to 
the death of the Apoſtles, and you have 


nearly the date according to the Chriſtian 


Ara, when the ſeveral Authors, here men- 
tioned, flouriſhed. —So Juſtin Martyr will 
then ſtand A. D. 140, and ſo of the Reſt, 


Dr. Lardner's current dates of the times 
of thoſe Authors placed at the head of the 


page, over the reſpective accounts given of 5 
them, in his Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſ- 


tory; which, according to the Chriſtian Ara, 
commence, not from the death of the Apoſ- 
tles, but from the birth of Chriſt, are, as 


to ſome of them, the very ſame with thoſe 
of Mr. Wall as now computed, and in none 


of them is the difference very material. 


The Dates according to the Doctor are as 


follow : 5 
| A. D. 
luft. Mar. - - 140 
Iren. = 5 78 
Tertull. — — 200_ 
Orig. * 
3 F 2 - | Sn. 


in 2 iy 
Cyp. . — 248 
Greg. — LEE 
Baſil BET 

1 Chryſos. ; e 398 : 
Hierom 2 © 
AM.” - _ 
Pelag. 405, Ke. Sc. 


on the Authorities of Mr. Wall, I muſt 


however remark, that it is, as Teſtimonies 
to the bare fact of Infant Baptiſm's having 
been practiſed in thoſe early ages, that they 


are referred to. For, the Views given, and 


very commonly received, in the times when 
thoſe Authors lived, concerning the Neceſ- 
fity and Ends of Baptiſm, are ſuch, as have, 
with great Reaſon, been thought very excep- 
tionable.—Still, the main fact remains the 
ſame; and the miſtakes, into which any may 
have fallen, as to the deſign of the Rite, do 

no more conclude againſt its real Propriety 
and Uſe, when juſtly conſidered ; than the 
numerous and groſs other Abſurdities, ad- 
vanced as Chriſtian Doctrines, can be made 
matter of reaſonable Objection to the Truth 

and Excellence of the Religion of Chriſt, as 
taught in the pure Revelation of the Goſpel. 
SE C- 


: . 


SECTION VI. 


"0 THE STATE OF THE ARGUMENT, RE· 
SPECTING THE Move, BY WHICH BaP- 


 TISM 18 10 B E ADMINISTERED. 


0 


much favours the Opinion, that the 


Ay Way of baptizing, at the beginning, 
was by Immerſion, or plunging the whole 
body under Water; and that it was only in 
Caſes of Illneſs, or bodily Weakneſs, that 
this Mode was diſpenſed with, and Aﬀuſion, | 
or ſprinkling on the face, uſed inſtead of it. 
e thinks, that this, in all probability, 
was the Mode, by which our Lord him 
ſelf was baptized; and that the ancient 
Chriſtians did certainly receive Baptiſm in 
this Way.— PE 
He allo ſays, that Fi rance ſeems to have 


been the firſt Country i in the World, where 


5 Sprinkling came into common Uſe; : and that 
this 


FR. WALL, in his Hiſtory, very 


il 
WW 


1 
„ 


- Queen Elizabeth, about the Year 1 544.— 
See the Hiſtory, Part II. Chap. IX. and par- : 
ticularly Section II. of that Chap.— 
Queſtion concerning the Mode, as well as 
the other about the proper Subjects of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, has been much and often 
debated ; and too frequently with a very in- 
| temperate Warmth, as far exceeding the 
importance of the Object, as it is unſeemly 


1 


this was in the 12th Century, about the 


' Year 1160 :—that the Change of Mode 


ſpread from France to Italy, Germany, and 


other Countries; and, laſt of all, to England, 


where it did not take place til] the time of 


This 


in itſelf, For whether Baptiſm be adminiſ- 


tered by more or leſs Water, it is ſtill a 
Rite of Chriſtian Dedication :' nor- can its 


nature be changed, or its ſolemnity depre- 


ciated, by the little circumſtantial of diffe- 
rence, as to the manner in which the Water 


is to be applied.— I ſhall, however, ſelect a 


few Remarks on the Scripture-Authorities, 


often quoted in Support of the Mode of In- 


merſion; which, though they have, in ſub- 
4 ſtance, been made by many Authors, do not 


ſeem 


1 1 


ſeem to have been ſufficiently attended to; 


and which, I cannot but yet think, contain 
enough, at leaſt, to moderate the Zeal of 


thoſe, who have ſo warmly n that 


| fide of the queſtion, » 


(I.) Then, It is to be remembered, hw 


among the ſeveral inſtances of Baptiſm upon 
record in the New Teſtament, there are 
none, in which the adminiſtration of the 
Rite is ſo expreſſed, as ſnould neceſſarily lead 
us to conclude, that it was done by the 
Mode of Immer/ion, any more than by that 


of Pouring or Sprinkling : nor do I know 
that the contrary has ever been ſo much 


as pretended.—80 far, then, in point of 
evidence, both Modes ſtand exactly on the 


ſame footing; that is, there is no direct and 


poſitive Authority, ariſing from Precedents, 
for the one Mode or the other. 


(2.) The Greek Word, amrigu, . is 


the Word conſtantly uſed, when baptixing 


is ſpoken of as a Religious Rite, is made uſe 


of, in other Caſes, as well to expreſs a par- 
tial application of Water, as a total Immer- | 
| fion or plunging in it: and whether it is to 


be taken in one or other of theſe Senſes, can 
| alone 
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[ 4] 
alone be determined by the nature of the 


Subject or thing ſpoken of.“ — 
This Word is uſed to denote a perso 


waſhing himſelf before dinner ; as Mark vii. 
4. © ray pn f i, ous E, tranſlated, 


* The late Rev. Mr. William Foot, of Briſtol, in his 
cc Plain Account of Baptiſm,” after reciting about Three- 
ſcore Texts of the New Teſtament, as including all 


which relate to the Inſtitution of Baptiſm ; obſerves, 
p. 19.,—«< The Writers of the New Teſtament make uſe _ 
« of two Words, Benrifu and dn, which lead us to the 
ce preciſe meaning of baptiſm.” I here quote from the 

laſt Edition of «that tract, as republiſhed, not long ſince, 


by the Rev. Mr. Toulmin, of Taunton.—Printed in 


Tammo. for J. Johnſon, No. 72, St. Paul's Church-Yard. 


Note—On examining the Texts, produced by Mr, 


Foot, I find ga to be the Word made uſe of in Fifty- 
four out of the whole Number enumerated : and in the 
few remaining paſſages, in which azw or any of its deriva- 


tives are uſed ;—and which are only the five following, 
Acts xxii. 16. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Epheſ. v. 26. Tit. iii. 5. 
Heb. x. 22.—Should it be admitted, that any reference 


is there had to the Rite of Water-Baptiſm, the Reference 
is yet ſo general, and has evidently ſo much of figure in 
it, as can determine nothing reſpecting the Mode, by 


which that Rite is to be adminiſtered : ſo that our Inquiry 


Will till be confined to the meaning of the Word garigv, 
and to the acceptation it bears in the New Teſtament; 


as that is deemed quite ſufficient tor the purpoſe. 
| 85 except 


[ 4 ] 
te except they waſp, they eat not. —80 Luke 
4 38. O de PAXpir vio; Haha, 0 & TowTov 

Barrio Yn mpo Tov CL — — And when the 
& Phariſee ſaw it, he marvelled that he had 
not firſt waſhed before Dinner.” In which 
inſtances, it cannot be ſuppoſed at all pro- 5 
bable, that the whole body was plunged 
under Water; but We are, on the contrary, 


naturally to underſtand; that waſhing the 


Hands was only or chiefly intended ; [as the 


Context in Mark particularly points out, 


Ver. 3.] and which may be done, without 
plunging even them into the Water. A 
Noun from the ſame Verb is alſo made uſe 
of to expreſs the waſhing their beds or 
couches: thus it follows in Mark, Ver. 4. 
% And many other things t there be, which 
te they have received to hold, as the waſhing 
v8 [Pamriopors] of Cups, and Pots, and 
„ brazen Veſſels, and of tables, [aww] more 
« properly rendered, as in the Margin, beds or 
t& couches :“ in which latter Caſe, the groſs 
abſurdity of the thought, that their beds 5 
were put wholly under Water, forbids ſo 
much as the ſuppoſition.— Many other in- 
ſtances have been produced by various Au- 


G  -thors, 


N 1 
thors, from the Writings of the old Teſta- 
ment, in which a like partial application of 
Water is expreſſed by the ſame Word.- 
No Inference, therefore, can be juſtly An 
from the meaning of the Word, by which 
baptizing, in the Religious Senſe, is expreſſed, 
in proof of its having been adminiſtered by 
| Immerfion, and not by Pouring or Sprinkling ; 
as the Original Word is, in itſelf, capable of 
Either of theſe Senſes, Nor further 
(3.) Are any Circumſtances added, in the 
accounts of thoſe Baptiſms, which neceſſa- 
rily imply Inmerſiooen. 
The more Zealous for the obligation. of 
adhering to this Mode, who have written 
on the point, appear to lay a very undue 
ſtreſs on the Circumſtance of the places, 
uſually choſen for the public Baptiſms 
mentioned in the New Teſtament ; which, 
it is obſerved, were thoſe, in which there 
was ſome body or depth of Water ; but for 
which, they ſay, there would have been no 
| occaſion, if the Rite had been performed in 
the way of Pouring or Sprinkling,—Thus We 
are told, John iii. 23. that * John was bap- 
os tizing in Enon, near to Salem, becauſe 


„ there 


1 


& there was moch Water there. Note, the 0 


Original 1s TOXAG vdr, many Waters, that ö 


is, many Streams or Rivulets of Water. |— 
So, the diſciples of John, from Judea, and 
the adjacent Country, were baptized of him 


in Jordan, en r Topgdzyy] Matthew iii. 6. In 


this River our Lord himſelf was baptized; 
and, after the performance of the Rite, he is 
faid to have gone up, or aſcended, out of the ̃ 
Water z—it ſhould have been rendered from 
the Water, for the Prepoſition here uſed is 


e700 Te vlro;—Verſes 1 1 10 of the | 
fame Chap.- — 


Again, Philip and che Eunuch,” it 6 


remarked; both of them went —_— into the 


Water, and came up out of it,” ur 


1 \ udrop—ceveCnoay £% TY vdr Acts vili. 38, 


39.—But much as theſe paſſages have been 


 infiſted on, in ſupport of the Mode of In- 
mer/ion ; they are far from warranting, as hath 
been often obſerved i in Reply, the S 
of the Concluſion drawn from them. — The 
Conſideration of the great numbers, who 


attended John' s miniſtry, and were baptized 


Y by him; will, of itſelf, well account for his 


making choice of a ſituation, where there 
8 2 were 


1 


were e Many Waters, or many diſtinet Pieces, 
Streams, or Rivulets of Water, without de- 
termining any thing as to the Mode; for, i in 
ſuch a ſpot, he was furniſhed with a conve- 
nient Opportunity of adminiſtering the Rite 
to the Multituges, who were ready to re- 
ceive it, as he met with them in different 
parties, near to, or by the ſide of, thoſe 
Waters, Nor will the prepoſitions, uſed in 
ſome of the inſtances now mentioned, lead 
to any more certain determination of the 
Point here in diſpute : ſince many ſufficient 
Authorities may be quoted, for the uſe of 
the Greek Prepoſition, x, in the Senſe of at, 
or by the fide of, and which very properly 
applies to the Baptiſms ſaid, in our tranſla- 
tion, to have been in Jordan. And, in the 
inſtance of Philip: and the Eunuch, the par- 
ticles eis and ex, rendered into and out of, 
will as naturally bear the Signification of za 
and from. —80 far, then, as We have yet 
gone in the argument from the Scripture- 
Accounts themſelves, the Mode, by which 
Baptiſm was originally e is far 
from being ſo decided a point, as they, who | 
are ö fo th have been apt too poſi- 
. pevly 
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teal 


tively to aſſert. — But there is one thing in 


thoſe accounts, which, viewed in its obvious 


and immediate Conſequences, carries not a 


little Weight againſt the Suppoſition, that 


the Mode of Immerſion was then uſed; and 


that is, the promiſcuous multitudes, which, 


in ſome of the inſtances, are ſaid to have 


been bapttzed together, or at the ſame time; 


as, in the Hiſtory of John's Baptiſms, and 
in the Example of the three thouſand, who | 


were converted to the Chriſtian faith by St. 
Peter, in one day; and who thereupon re- 


| ceived the Rite of Chriſtian Baptiſm : See 
Acts ii. 41.-Now, in all theſe, and the like 


inſtances, Objections, great and inſuperable, 
ſeem to lie againſt ſuppoſing that they were 


put wholly under Water ; but which imme- 


diately vaniſh, if we ſuppoſe that they came 
down, only to the Edge of the Water, or 


ſtepped a little Way into it, ſo as to receive 


the Rite by Pourmg or Sprinkling : and this, 


as it was the cuſtom of thoſe Countries to 
| wear no other covering on their feet but 
| Sandals, or a kind of looſe ſhoes, might be 
done with Eaſe, and without any material 
Jnconyenience either to the Baptizer or the 


Perſons 
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eh baptized. And, for theſe reaſons, 
many have thought it not a little probable, 


that ſuch was the Mode of Baptiſm then 
commonly uſed. —As to the alluſive terms, 
by which the State and Character of thoſe, 


who live under the Goſpel, are deſcribed in 


the Epiſtolary Writings ; ſuppoſed by ſome 
to refer to the Mode of Immer/ion, by which 
Baptiſm had been adminiſtered to them ;— 


ſuch as, buried, riſen with Chriſt, &c.”— 


having before ſuggeſted what We appre- 
hend to be their leading deſign [See Note 
on p. 24.]; they, I think, require no further 


notice, except it be to remark in general, 
that theſe alluſive deſcriptions ſeem plainly 
intended, as is evident from the Variety of 


them, to ſet forth the ſtate, into which the 
firſt Chriſtians were brought by, or at the 
time of, their Baptiſm, that is when they 
quitted their former Gentile, or Heathen, 


State, and embraced the Religion of Jeſus : _ 


but ſuch phraſes, highly ſignificant as they 
are in this moral View, do not appear to 
Carry any meaning at all, in relation to the 
manner in which the baptiſmal Rite was 
performed, In connection with which, it is 


allq 


1 1 


alſo to be obſerved, that ſuch other alluſive 


terms have been quoted on the oppoſite ſide, 
in which it has, with equal reaſon at leaſt, 
been ſuppoſed, that the reference is to the 
Mode of Pouring or Sprinkling, in Baptiſm. 
Several paſſages of this kind, taken from the 
Writings both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, may be found in thoſe Authors, who 


have been Advocates for the Mode laſt men- 
tioned. Theſe, however, I think it wholly 


unneceſſary to produce: becauſe, to be can- 


did, and ſpeak freely what I apprehend to be 


the truth between both parties, theſe allufive 


and metaphorical deſcriptions do not ſeem to 


determine any thing, as to the Mode of Bap- 


tiſm, either on one fide or the other.—I 89 
on to one Obſervation more— _ 


| (4+) Though all the foregoing B 


were given up; and We ſhould, for once, 


make the large Conceſſion, that Baptiſm by 
Immerſion was the Univerſal and Conſtant 
Practice, in thoſe warm Climates, where 
Chbriſtianity had its Origin and firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment: yet it will by no means follow 
from this, that the ſame Mode is of 8 
ing and indiſpenſable Obligation every where; 
„ | 1 


or that; in colder countries, another, better 
adapted to ſuch Situations, may not be ſub- 
ſtituted in its ſtead; Some ſuch alterations 
and Exceptions, where ends of Utility res 
quired it, might be pointed out, as having 
taken place under the Jewiſh Ceremonial. 
And what good Reaſon can be affighed, why 
the like allowances are not to be admitted 
under the moſt benign Diſpenſation of Him, 
whoſe doctrine is, The Sabbath was made 
* for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath?” 
Mark ii. 27.— An Obſervation; which, if it 
carried with it Weight ſufficient to juſtify a 
diſpenſing with the outward Reſt of the 
Sabbath, ſo expreſs a divine Appointment 
would ſurely, by parity of argument, well 
' warrant ſuch an alteration, as is here con- 
tended for; in the mere Mode of the Baptiſ- 
mal Rite; and which is only uſing a ſafe and 
convenient One, in place of Another, which, 
to ſay no more of it, is both hazardous and 
_ troubleſome, The Parody of our Lord's 
Words is, in this Caſe, natural and grounded 
—# Baptiſm was made for Man, and not ; 


Man for Baptiſm,” 7 
To 


VC 
To conclude this point of high diſpute, 


1 the ſpirit of that juſt and manly accom 
modation, which an Apoſtle of Jeſus has 
taught us: Whether we adopt one Mode of 
Baptiſm or the other, let every One be 


* fully perſuaded in his own Mind.” Rom. 


xiv. 5.—And if We act from Conviction, ; 
and according to our beſt Judgment, it may. 


be truly ſaid as to either Mode, Neither 


« if we uſe it, are we the better; nor if 
«© we uſe it not, are we the worſe.” 22 Cor. 
vii. 8. 


There is a TY vs. diſtinction to 
a; the Chriſtian Character, than any 


Mode, either of Baptiſm or of Faith can 


give it; and in this, the profeſſors of every 


Denomination ſhould be ſupremely ambi- 
tious to excel: That Greater than theſe 


is“ Charity Charity thinketh no 


Evil“ —““ Charity never faileth''—* God 5 
« is. love, and he that dwelleth in love, : 


« dwelleth in God, and God in him. "— | 


1 Cor. x xiii. 1 John i iv. 16. 
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SECTION VII. 


ON THE UTILITY oF Barrio, ARISING 
OUT OF THE VIEW NOW TAKEN OF ITS 
Des16N ;—WITH A HINT AT WHAT 

WAS PECULIAR IN THE DESIGN OF OUR 
Loxp' 8 BAPTISM. 


4 TIL Rite, as firſt applied, that is, tq 

Adult, or Grown Perſons, ſeems evi- 
dently to have denoted, or implied in it, a 
Change of Mind reſpecting Religion;—a re- 
nouncing that, to which they had before 
been attached, and a Reception of the Re- 
ligion of Chriſt, or the Goſpel, in the place 
of the former. In this View, their being 
baptized is to be conſidered as a Voluntary 
Act of their own,—an Act, in which they 
were immediately and perſonally concerned;— 
; and herein cannot but differ from the Bap- 


7 7 


Dedication: on the part of es 8 or of 
thoſe » who thus devote them to God, —Still, 
4 fays 


1 
1 a. as applied to Infant- Subjects, the Rite 


of Baptiſm has its Significance —its Religious 
and Moral Uſe. With regard to ſuch, as 

well as in the Caſe of the Adult, it marks 
out, and by the expreſſive Emblem of Wa- 
ter, the diſciple of Jeſus, as diſtinguiſhed 


from the Jew, or Heathen, or the diſciple 


of any other Religious Maſter :—ſetting forth 
the Subject, whether Voung or Grown, as 
| thus devoted to God; and, in the Caſe of In- 
fants, to be accordingly inſtructed, and 
trained up, in the holy Faith, or Religion 
of the Goſpel —The Obſervance of this 
Rite, when engaged in with the reverence 

due to every Inſtitution, which is regarded 


as of Divine Original, appears well adapted 
to make the beſt impreſſions on the parental 
Mind; while it may alſo be of uſe to every 


one preſent on ſuch Occaſions, Nor can I 
heſitate to add, Enthuſiaſtic as ſome may 
deem the thought, that, in after reflections, 
as the Child grows up, if due attention be 
paid to the culture of its opening faculties, 
the conſideration of its having been thus de- 
dicated, in its Infancy, may give life and 


energy to the grateful reſpects of the heart, 
N 2 both 
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| [ 52 1 
both religious and filial ; and may thus be- 
come an uſeful mean of improvement, in 


Chriſtian Piety and in all Goodneſs, At 
leaſt, it may fairly be preſumed, that a Child 
will ſee no Cauſe to repent of its having been 
trained up in ſo pure and benevolent a Re- - 


ligion, nor any Reaſon for deſerting it.— 
It may be proper here juſt to take notice, 
that the Baptiſm of our Lord by his Fore- 


runner John, which took place at the time, 
when he was about to enter on his public 
Miniſtry, ſeems to have had a peculiar re- 


ference to himſelf, as a folemn Rite of Initi- 
ation into that Character, or Office, which 


he was appointed to fill; - while it alſo fo far 


coincides with the general deſign of the Rite, 


in its firſt Uſe, already pointed out, as it was 
introductory to that New Diſpenſation, which 


was to be eſtabliſhed under him; and may 
further be conſidered, as a Precedein for the 
common practice of ſuch an Uſage, among 


the after Converts to his Religion,—See, on 


this Subject, Dr. N Benſon, in his * 
of Chriſt.“ 


* The 3 Reader will not think it any way 


unſuitable, fe for a cloſe of this Faction, on the head of In- 


fant- 


1 


3 to have his attention directed to the fol. 
lowing particulars.— The ancient Athenians appear to 
have entered into the Idea of a religious propriety in 
uſing ſome Rite, dedicatory of their Children to thoſe 
imaginary Deities, whom, under the diſtinction of Houſ- 
hold Gods, they conſidered as preſiding over families. 
And we accordingly read of an Uſage practiſed among 


them for this purpoſe, and which was obſerved ſoon after 


the birth of the Child. Archbiſhop Potter, in his Anti- 


quities of Greece, thus deſcribes it On the fifth day 
« after the birth, the Midwives, having firſt purified 


c themſelves by waſhing their hands, ran round the Fire- 


« hearth, with the Infant in their Arms thereby, as it 
« were, entering into the family, and putting it under the 


00 protection of the Houſhold Gods, to whom the Hearth 
e ſerved inſtead of an Altar: hence the Day was called 


cc Apel nap or (which was the more uſual Name) 


AH ονꝙνναtC . It was celebrated as a Feſtival, with great 


« Expreſſions of Joy; they received gifts from their 


friends, —&c.” They had, beſides this, a Name Day, 


commonly the Seventh,“ which was likewiſe honoured 


c with Feſtival Solemnities. Some kept the Eighth Day, 
4 &e. and others named their Children on the tenth Day 


c after their Birth, on which alſo they invited their friends 
ce to an Entertainment, and offered Sacrifices to the Gods.“ 
See the Antiq. 8vo. Vol. II. Chap. XIV. p. 328, 329.— 
Mr. Wall, alſo, from Tertullian, ſpeaks of certain Rites, 
performed in honour of Apollo and Ceres, which had 
the ſame reference. Introd. to his Hiſtory of Infant- 


Baptiſm, p. 48.—I have juſt mentioned the above in- 
| ſtances, to which others might be added, in proof of 


the 
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che acknowledged Obligation of ſome Mode of Infant- 


Dedication, according to the Opinions entertained of the 


Objects of dependance, and the Serv 
pleaſing to them, even in Heathen Countries. — And hence 


ices that would be 


I go on to offer ſomething, more generally, in defence 


of the baptiſmal Chriſtian Inſtitution, as a poſitive Rite. 


SECTION 


1 1 


BAP TIM VINDICAT ED, — As A PosITivE 2 
APPOINTMENT, OR Law OF CHRISTI- 
ANITY. : 


—! u ore ts oe ES 


| XC LU DING all fuch accounts of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, as convey Ideas of 
ſome myſterious Efficacy, imparted by it, or 
connected with it; and which are equally 
repugnant both to the dictates of Reaſon, 
and the genuine doctrine of Revelation ; the 
Rite itſelf, as it is taught in the New Teſta- 
ment, and as it hath been now explained, 
ſeems to obviate all Objections that can be 
Ml raiſed againſt it ;—unleſs by thoſe, wo 
think it unreaſonable to admit the Religious 
Obligation of any Rites of the poſitive kind 
whatſocver,—In reply to the latter Claſs of 
Objectors; it may firſt be remarked. i in ge- 
neral, and ſhould be attended to more than 
it ſeems to have been, by thoſe who have- 
ſcruples of this ſort—that much as Inſtitu- 
tions, of the kind here referred to, have been 
abuſed, or uſeleſs as they have been rendered, 
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by Voluntary neglect on the part of thoſe 
who have outwardly obſerved them, or to 
whom they have been thus applied ; all this 
will not, however, form a juſt ground for 
excepting againſt them, as not being, in- 
| themſelves, proper means of Religion, and 
capable of ſerving highly uſeful and excel- 
lent Ends,—Such we have ſeen to be the 
apparent deſign and tendency of that, which 
has been now under Conſideration : and the 
_ fame might alſo be eaſily ſhewn with reſpect. 
to the other ſtanding One, in Commemora- | 
tion of the death of Jeſus.—Some Rites have 
been common in all Religions. And by the 
few uſeful Ones, introduced into Chriſti- 
anity, of divine appointment, the line is well 
drawn; and a barrier fixed againſt the nume- 
rous, inſignificant, if not hurtful, Ones, 2 
which have no other Origin but in human 
fancy andcontrivance :—and All of the latter 
deſcription, | whether they have been bor- 
rowed from other Religions, or are mere. 
Corruptions of Chriſtianity, we ſhould learn 
from that Code of Sacred truth, which is 
our only Warrant and Guide, never to admit. 
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SECTION X. 


Ox THz INFORMATION, WHICH 1s To BE 


GATHERED FROM oUR LorD's CoMMIS“̃ 


5100 IN ST. MATTHEW's Gos8PEL, BE= 
PORE | RECITED; COMPARED | WITH 5 


OTHER AccounTs or BAPTISM, OR R- 
FERENCES TO IT, IN THE SCRIPTURES oF 


THE New TESTAMENT; AS. To THE 
FoRM oF Worns, TO BE USED IN ab- 


| MINISTERING THE RIB. Fats 


HE Words in our Lord's Commiltion, 


in the accounts we have of Baptiſm, as 
ue by the Apoſtles, after they are ſaid 


as related by Matthew, are —*© Bap- 
1 « tizing them in the Name of the 4 . 
1 « and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
« Spirit:“ Matth. xxviii. 19. | 
As to theſe particular Words, it is well 
Acros notice, that they do not occur in 
any of the other three Goſpels; nor do we 
find the ſame Words to have been ever uſed, 
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1 1 
to have received this Commiſſion. But we 
read of being ©* baprized in the name of the 
&« Lord Jeſus, or into Chrift:” as in Acts 


Xix. 5. Rom. vi. 3. Gal. iii. 27. The Pre- 


poſition, uſed in theſe ſeveral paſſages, is the 
ſame with that in our Lord's Commiſſion, 


| [65] properly ſignifying, in this Connection, 


and ſhould have been ſo tranſlated in all of 2 
them, not ix, but into. evidently denoting— 


being baptized into the Religion of Chriſt ; 


that is, in acknowledgment of Him, as the 
Sent of God his Father, to be their Head and 


Lord. So the Apoſtle clearly explains his 


| Words i in the Epiſtle to the Galatians, where 


he thus expreſſes himſelf, “ As many of 
„Mou as have been baptized into Chriſt, 


* have put on Chriſt ;” [See in Gal. as above.] 
Which latter Clauſe determines the meaning 


of the former to be, that by Baptiſin they 


put on Chriſt, or took upon them the pro- 


feſſion of his Religion, with its conſequent 


Obligations, Thus, alſo, in the paſſage re- 
ferred to in the Epiſtle to the Romans 


20 Baptized into his Death” can be no other- 


wiſe ſo naturally underſtood, as “ into the 


cc  defirine of the Crafts” or, of a crucified: 


Tom: 5 
9 


[9 1 


jeſus: who ſealed or confirmed his doctrine, 


his Religion, by ſubmitting to the Death of 
the Croſs. In the Caſe of the firſt Converts, 


where the ſubjects of Baptiſm unqueſtion- 
ably were Adult, this Rite marked out the 


change in their Religious Profeſſion, and 


their having enliſted themſelves under Chriſt, 


as their Lord, or Spiritual Leader. —In a 
ſenſe ſomewhat fimilar to this, but with a 
Reference peculiar to that people and time, 
the Iſraelites of Old are ſaid to have been 
* baptized unto or into [ws] Moſes :”—their 
remarkable preſervation, in paſling through, : 
the ſea, diſtinguiſhing him, as a Leader, di. 


vinely authorized, to conduct them in their 


Journeyings through the Wilderneſs; and in 
following whom, they might hope for the 
continued protection of Providence —8See 


— 


1 Co. . 2. 


In the above Remarks, we 20 to be 


furniſhed with a good key to the general and 


leading deſign of our Lord's Commiſſion, as 

it ſtands in Matthew's Goſpel: and the 
meaning, in brief, appears to be this that 
his Apoſtles ſhould baptize into his Name or 
Rel gion. This Religion 1 is here deſcribed— 
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Firſt—In its high Original, that is, the God 
and Father of All :—next, in the Medium, 
or Inſtrument, of its Communication, the 


Well-beloved Son of God ;—and laſtly, in 
thoſe extraordinary Gifts of God, which 


were to be imparted to the Apoſtles and other 


Meſſengers of Jeſus, in order to qualify them 


for the ſucceſsful Promulgation of the Re- 
ligion of their Maſter.— Thus were they to 
baptize © into the Name of the Father, and 
* of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
-* Iparit,” 
duced, in which by the Spirit, or the Holy 


Many paſſages might be ad- 


Spirit, is undeniably meant, the extraordi- 


| nary, or miraculous, Gifts above mentioned. 


As, in John's Goſpel, chap. vii. 39. But 
« this ſpake he of the Spirit, which they, that 


e believe on him, ſhould receive: for the 


Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, was not yet given, 


© becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified.” 
And of the fulfilment of the intereſting 
Event, ſpoken of in the paſſage juſt recited ; 
at the ſame time, that the beſt Commentary 
is given on that, and many other paſſages of 
the like nature, an unexceptionable teſti- 
mony is ſet before us, in the following de- 


clared 


1a 
clared fact, related in the beginning of the 


Hiſtory of the Acts; and which, agreeably 
to our Lord's aſſurance, took place ſoon after 
his Aſcenſion :—* And they were all filled 


cc With the Holy Ghoſt, 07 Spirit : and began 


to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
„gave them Utterance.” And to this great 


teſtimony in favour of the divine Original of 


Chriſtianity, our Lord ſeems manifeſtly to 
refer in the laſt Clauſe of his Commiſſion, 
reſpecting the baptiſmal Rite, as recorded by 
Matthew. It cannot be neceſſary to mul- 

tiply quotations in proof of this.—I ſhall 

finiſh this argument with obſerving, on the 


View now taken of the leading intent of 
our Lord's Commiſſion, that he does not 
ſeem here to have any deſign of preſcribing 


a Mode of Words, which ſhould be ſtrictly 


adhered to, in theadminiſtrationof Baptiſm;— 


but that it may be as properly done in the 


more ſummary Way of * baptizing into the 
© name, or Religion, of Feſus. No objection 


can, however, lie againſt the Uſe of the more 
particular deſcription in Matthew ;—provided 
the Words are explained in conſiſtence with 
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our Lord 8 deſign, by the Perſon who offei· 
; ates ;—and ſo as that they may be rightly un- 


derſtood, by thoſe who attend the ſervice. 


CONCLUSION. 


1 I firſt tended, was to gk A 
L few Remarks, in the Way of Notes, 


which, on Account of their critical nature, 


could not, ſo properly be inſerted in a Prac- 
tical Form of Baptiſm, and were therefore to 
be thrown together, with references to par- 


ticular parts of the Form, at the End of it.— 


Purſuing the train of Ideas, ſuggeſted by 


that deſign, I was led to further Enlarge- 


ments, with a View of ſupporting and re- 
commending the practice of the Rite of 


Baptiſm, as applied to Infants; and which, 
when juſtly conceived of, and religiouſly ob- 


ſerved, I cannot but {till regard, as a very 


reaſonable and uſeful, no leſs than a decent 
| Service. —If any, who read theſe Pages, 


ſhould think that I have made too little of 


the deſigned End of the Inſtitution; my only 
defence muſt be,—that 1 have made as much 


of 


1 

of it, as I could any where find to be war- 
ranted in the Scriptures; and thatImuſt ever 
conſider — the clearneſs of the doctrines 
therein taught, at leaſt in every eſſential point 
the ſimplicity of the Inſtitutions enjoined 
—and the pure Morality of the whole of its 
Spirit and Deſign——as Characteriſtic Ex- 
 cellencies of Chriſtianity, 5 
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BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, 


II E Character of a FRED is an ho- 
- nourable and important One.—In the 
Eſtimation of the Pfalmiſt of old, dic=- 
| tated both by ' Reaſon and Piety, © Lo, 
Children are an heritage of the Lord: — 
 Pfalm cxxvii. 3 —and by thoſe, who think 
juſtly and religiouſly, they will ever be um- 
bered among the choiceſt of Heaven's Gifts, 
which are deſigned for the greateſt Good, 
and admit the nobleſt improvement. - Many 
are the agreeable Views, which, on the birth 

of a Child, may naturally be ſuppoſed to 
ariſe in the parental mind; and by which its 
affectionate and moſt pleaſing Senſibilities 15 
will be not a little gratified.—But that, 
which above all others ſhould be attended 
to, as of the higheſt Conſequence; and of 
which it eſpecially becomes me, on an occa- 
ſion of this nature, to put you in remem- 
brance; is— the infinitely momentous truſt, 
| * 2 which, 


[ 68 ] 
which, in every ſuch grant, is committed to 
your Charge— That of A Rational Creature 
of Almighty God ; to be trained up by you 
its parents, as the chief Inſtruments under 
Divine Providence, to Uſefulneſs in this 
World, and for immortal felicity in the, 
World to come.—And when any are thus 
honoured by the great head of all the fa- 
milies of the Earth; what can be more fit 
and ſeaſonable, than to take an early oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging, by ſome ſolemn 
Act, the bleſſing they have received, and de- 
voting it to the ſervice of Him, who is the 
Giver of life, and breath, and all thifigs?— 
For this our holy Religion has provided, by the . 
inſtitution of that eaſy and ſignificant Rite, 
which weare now to obſerve. Our Lord, juſt 
before his Aſcenſion, gave this Commiſſion to 
his Apoſtles “ Go Ye, and teach all Na- 
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the 
. Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
© Ghoſt;” Matt. xxviii. 19. In this Commilſ- 
ſion from the great head of the Chriſtian 
Church, there are two things concerning the 
Baptiſmal Inſtitution, in which thoſe faithful 
Meſſengers, for Rot direction it was im- 
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mediately intended, appear ſo far clearly to 


have underſtood our Lord's meaning, as not 
to have entertained the ſmalleſt doubt as to 
either: — The firſt is, that the Baptiſm here 


gned was that of Water ;—and next, that 


it was to be applied for the. purpoſe of initi- 
ating the New Converts into the Spiritual 


Diſpenſation, or kingdom of their Maſter 


_ Chriſt, that is, in acknowledgment of their 


having become his diſciples, and being re- 


ceived as ſuch.—Thus much the hiſtory of 
the Acts of the. Apoſtles ſeems very ſuffi» 
ciently to aſcertain to us; in what is there 


recorded, of the light in which they placed 
this Inſtitution before their hearers, and of 


their own obſervance and practice of it. 


The Baptiſm by Water is to be conſidered 


as marking out, under that moſt natural and 

ſtrongly expreſſive Symbol of Purity, the di- 
vinely purifying nature and tendency of that 
Religion, the profeſſion of which it was to 


diſtinguiſh and characterize: agreeably to the 
well known ſtile of the Prophetical Scrip- 


tures of the Old Teſtament—as in Ezekiel 


[Chap. xxxvi. 25. ] © I will ſprinkle clean 


«© Water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean,” — 


and 
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pointed to teach and promulgate.— 


+ JM 1 

and than which no deſcription can be more 
juſtly applicable to that religious diſpenſa- 
tion, of which the Prophets ſo often ſpake, 
and which the Apoſtles of Jeſus were ap- 


They were to baptize—** in the Name of 0 


* the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt”—the plain import of which, 


on comparing Scripture with Scripture, and 


as interpreted by the fame Apoſtolic Autho— 
rity, was—that the perſons, to whom this 
Rite ſhould be adminiſtered, © were hereby 
initiated into that New and Spiritual Diſ- 
46 penſation, or Kingdom, of which the One 
God and Father of all is the Original Au- 


<* thor; which was eſtabliſhed through the In- 
« ſtrumentality or Mediation of his Son Jeſus; 
* and bythoſe miraculous powers, which, in 


08 the New Teſtament, are ſet forth under the 


« deſcription of the Gifts of the Spirit.” — 
It is not to be controverted, that they, 
who firſt received Chriſtian Baptiſm, were 


Adult or Grown Perſons, brought over from 


other Religions to the faith of Jeſus, by the 


Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, or their fellow-la- 
. bourers in the Work of the Goſpel. So the 


Order 


1 


Order i in the Commiſſion clearly intimates 
*© Go, teach all Nations, baptizing them,” — 
the obvious intent is Go, make diſciples, 
* or proſelytes, out of all Nations, among 
e perſons of every religious perſuaſion, and 
of all deſcriptions—Let them be firſt 
te taught or inſtructed, that is, ſo far as is 
* neceſſary to their becoming Converts to 
« my Religion from Evidence and Convic- 
* tion; and on their embracing and pro- + 
« feſſing it, or acknowledging me as their 
Lord and Maſter, initiate them into that 
„ Spiritual Diſpenſation or Kingdom, which 


* is now to take place, by the Rite of Bap- 


e tiſm which I hereby inſtitute and appoint 


“for this purpoſe.” 


According to this natural Conſtruction of 
the Commiſſion, the firſt baptized of any 
Nation, Houſe, or Family, muſt be the 


Adult; who were alone capable of receiving 


that Inſtruction, and making that profeſſion, 
which layed the neceſſary foundation for their 
admiſſion into the kingdom or Church of 
Chriſt, by Baptiſm. Let doth not this di- 
rection, reſpecting the Adult Converts to 
8 Chriſtianity, - who were ie to judge and 
anſwer 
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anſwer for themſelves, preclude the admi- 


niſtration of the Baptiſmal Rite to their In- 
fant Offspring or Children: —in conformity 


to the uſe of that other divinely appointed 
Rite, under the preceding Diſpenſation, in 


the place of which it is here conſidered as 
ſucceeding; and which we know to have 
been applied to all ſuch ſubjects as were ca- 
pable of it, that is, to Infants, as well as to 


the native or proſelyte- Jews, from whom 


they deſcended.— 


But, not to lead you further into the field 
of argument, on an occaſion, which is far 


better employed to moral and practical pur- 
poſes ; I ſhall only add on the ground of 
the Obſervance, — that baptizing Infants, and 


this by the Mode of pduring or ſprinkling, 


appears to have been a practice in uſe in the 
earlieſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church; co- 
incident with its firſt deſign as an initiatory 
Rite, and favoured by the Hiſtorical Records 
bol the New Teſtament, in the explicit men- 


tion of ſeveral Houſholds, which, on the 
Converſion of the Heads of them to the 
Chriſtian faith, were all baptized at the ſame 


time, with themſelves.— And this Rite, when 


conſidered 


111 


conſidered in the light of a ſolemn AR of 


Dedication, on the part of Parents, expreſ- 


five of their ſincere intention, to exert their 


beſt endeavours in the Education of their 
Children, according to the holy doctrine and 
inſtructions of the Goſpel; I ſay, the Rite of 
Baptiſm, as applied to Infants, viewed in 
this light, appears to be a ſignificant and 


uſeful One, and liable to no juſt exception. 


Perſuaded that you, my fellow Chriſtians, 


enter fully into theſe Sentiments of the In- 


ſtitution before us, I am happy to concur 


with you, in this Act—of the religious and | 
Chriſtian Dedication of your Offspring.— 


Let us, then, unite our thankſgivings to 
Almighty God, and pray for his bleſſing on 
che Service. | | 


L———ESTER 
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LORD our Heavenly Father, the 
Maker, Preſerver, and Governour of 
All Mankind. Praiſed be thy great and be- 
nevolent name for all the numberleſs in- 


ſtances of thy Goodneſs, and for thy won- 
derful Works unto the Children of Men.— — 


We more eſpecially magnify thee, for that 


Z diſpenſation of Grace and Truth, which thou 
Haſt ſent upon Earth, and haſt eſtabliſhed by 


thy well-beloved Son Jeſus ; and for the ex- 
tenſive grant of its many important bleſſings. 
—We adore thy Wiſdom and Benevolence, 
as manifeſted in the early diſcoveries of this 
eternal purpoſe of thy Mercy, which thou 
didſt make to thy ſervants of old: and bleſ- 


ſed, for ever bleſſed, be thy name, that the 


promiſes, which thou gaveſt unto them, are 


now further, and in ſo clear a manner, aſcer- 
tained unto us in the Revelation of the Goſ- 
pel of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus.— 


We render thanks unto thee, for the explicit 
aſſurance, 


ES 


aſſurance, vouchſafed unto thy ſervants, of 
their Offspring, together with themſelves, 
being included in thine All-gracious deſigns ; 
and for the opportunity of dedicating them 
unto thee, in the uſe of a plain and eaſy 
Rite, appointed by the Meſſenger of thy 
Grace, the Author and Finiſher of our faith, — 
We praiſe thee in behalf of thine hand- 
maid, whom thou haſt carried in ſafety 
through the Seaſon of child-bearing, and 
ſpared in the hour of Nature's ſorrow: pray- 


ing for the Eſtabliſhment of her health, and 


that ſhe may live, and glorify thee, the God 


of her Salvation. Bleſs both thy ſervants, in 


their Perſonal Capacity, and Family-Relation, 


with all that Good which thou knoweſt to 


be needful and beſt for them ; and eſpecially 
we pray, that they may be bleſſed to each 


other. Accept the dedication they now 


make of the Child thou haſt graciouſly given 
them, and may this their Offering be well- 
pleafing in thy fight. Counſel and aid them, 
that they may diſcharge, in the beſt manner, 5 
every duty of the Parental Relation. May 
they walk before thee, in their houſe, and in 
the World, as-becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


Ls and 


1 


and thoſe who are called by his holy name. 
And may thy Goodneſs and Mercy follow 
them and theirs, all their days upon Earth, 
and be their Everlaſting Reward in that 
better World which is to come. Make us 
all truly grateful for the privileges we enjoy; 
and incline our hearts alway to act the part 


ſo highly incumbent upon us, as the ſubjects 


of thy moral adminiſtration, under the mer- 
ciful Conſtitution of the Goſpel: to the End, 
that we may all finally inherit that Eternal 
Salvation, which the Lord bath promiſed.— 
Now to God, only Wiſe, be glory through 
Jeſus Chriſt, evermore. Amen. 
What is the name of the Child? 
RSS | baptize thee [repeating the Child's 
© name] in the name of the Father, and of 
«© the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ;*—un- 
derſtanding our Lord to mean in theſe 
Words, and in which Senſe I now uſe them 
I baptize thee into the divine Religion, 
* which we have been taught of God, by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : and to which God hath 
* alſo borne Witneſs, with diverſe Miracles, 
* and Gifts of the oy Spirit, as. + to 
% his own Will *. Amen. 


* Heb. ii. 4. 


Addreſs 


E 
[Addreſs to the Parents, after Baptiſm. ] 


You, my fellow Chriſtians, have now ſo- 
| lemnly devoted your Infant-Offepring, as a 
_ diſciple of Jeſus, to God who gave it: and 
you have, I doubt not, done it with hearts 
full of gratitude to him, who is the Father 
of all Mercies, and with the moſt ſincere 
Reſolutions of giving a cloſe attention to 
the ſeveral particulars of your Parental and 
| Chriſtian Duty. Allow me, however, to 
hint a few Conſiderations, which may come 
in aid of your own good purpoſes, and ſerve N 
to render the impreſſion of them deeper and 
more efficacious.—lt is, then, a Sentiment of 
the firſt Importance, and which you will ever 


bear in mind, —that, if it ſhall pleaſe the 


great Preſerver to ſpare your Child to years | 


of Maturity, its preſent comfort, and ever- 


laſting happineſs, will depend on a perſonal 


improvement of the privileges of Chriſtianity, 
an heart and life regulated by its holy and 


excellent laws; and that neither Baptiſm, 
nor Faith, nor any thing elſe, can poſſibly _. 


| ſupply the place of this. All beſides can be 
but means conducive, and for that reaſon re- 
quired, to this moſt important of all Ends, 

- 'S „ the 


[ 78 4 
the promotion of real, inward, moral Good» 
neſs, which is the foundation of true Enjoy- 
ment, and the Temper of Heaven. 

Of what unſpeakable moment, care and 
diligence, on the part of parents, are, in the 
Education of their Children, One, who well 
underſtood human nature, has forcibly pointed 
out to our conviction, Alt is recorded amongſt 
thoſe ſayings of his, which ſpeak to our Rea- 
ſon and to our Feelings, to the common Judg- 
ment and Experience of Mankind, and bring 


matters home to their Buſineſs and to their 


SRO} : Train up a Child (ſays he) in 
„ the Way he ſhould go, and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it.”—[Prov. 
xxii. 6.]—Parental Culture has not, indeed, 
always this ſucceſsful Iſſue, When con- 
ducted in the beſt manner, it may, in a great 
degree, fail of anſwering its deſigned ſalutary 
Ends. Solomon muſt have been witneſs to 
many ſuch Exceptions: and for which, there- 
fore, allowance was to be made in his Max- 
im; which, like other moral Maxims, is to 
be underſtood, —notas aſſerting a conſtant and 
invariable Effect, —but as proceeding on the 
juſt principle—of the natural and direct ten- 
—_ 


1 


dency of things. Its main deſign is to teach, 


and inculcate, the ineſtimable Utility of a 


virtuous and truly good Education; and, of 
conſequence, the imminent danger which 
muſt attend the negle& of it. And what- 
ever may be the Event, it is indiſpenſably 
incumbent on you, to watch over your Off- 
ſpring, and to * train it up in the Nurture 
" " Admonition of the Lord. [ Epheſ. 


vi. 4.]—You will, therefore, endeavour be- 


ww to inſtil into the mind of this your 
Child the principles of the pure and unde- 
filed Religion of our great Lord and Maſter, 
as contained in the Scriptures ; and eſpecially 

thoſe leading Ones, which are of the practical 
kind, and have an immediate influence. an 5 


the main concerns and ends of life. 
Hold up to its View, and as its tender fa- 


culties are able to receive it,—in all the en- 
gaging lights, in which the Goſpel places 
this intereſting Subject, the abundant Mercy 
of God to the Children of Men, manifeſted 
in the Miſſion and Gift of his Son, to be a 


light and a Saviour unto them; and in the ſe- 
veral peculiar advantages, which, as the diſ- 


_ Ciples of Chriſt, they are called to partake 


of.— 


Os #::'4 4 
ne 
4 » 


: 1 1 

of :- :—not failing, at the ſame time, to point | 

out, and enforce, by every proper and in- 
genuous motive, the Obligations, which they, 
who are thus highly favoured, lie under to 
all Religious Goodneſs ;—to the exerciſes of 

true Godlineſs, and the practice of every 
 Virtue.——You will alſo be no leſs careful, 
to give the due Weight to all your Inſtruc- 
tions, by a conſiſtent Example in your own 
lives; which cannot but be of the greateſt 

| | Conſequence, to render any inſtructions pro- 
ductive of their proper Effects —withal, 

- humbly imploring the bleſſing of God, on 
theſe your beſt Endeavours, that your Child 
may become Wiſe and Good, Uſeful and 
Happy. | 

To this, your affection for it will be a 

: powerful Incentive.—In fo doing, you will 

give the ſureſt proof, and moſt acceptable 
Expreſſion, of Gratitude to the Parent and 

Lord of All—and whatever be the Reſult of 
your affectionate and pious labours, you will 

lay a ſolid foundation for all the peace and 

1 comfort, which Reflection can yield in your 

3 own breaſts,—Nor are you without good 

ground of encouragement to the 3 

A: . hope, 
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hope, that a Harveſt of the happieſt fruits 


will ariſe—that your Child, thus trained up, 


will underſtand and conſider the loving-kind- 
neſs of the Lord ;—become an Ornament to 
the Chriſtian Profeflion, and uſeful in its 
day and generation ;—that, as it advances in 


years, it will increaſe in favour both with 
God and Man ;—and will finally rejoice to- 
gether with you, in that great day, when 
* the Lord ſhall come to reckon with his 
* ſervants,” and to“ give unto every one, 
W « according as his Work ſhall be.” [Matt. 


'XXV. 19. Rev. xxii. 12.] 


To the protection and bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, I now commend both yeu and yours— 


And that we may all be approved, and find 
acceptance, in that day of unalterable De- 


ciſion May God, of his infinite Mercy, 


 grant—And may his love, in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


4 


Erratum, Page 16, Note, line 8, after ſhould, in/ere direct. 
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